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Committee for the Strategic Enhancement of Autonomous Systems Research (CSEASR) 
Research Project Notification Form

The University of North Dakota Committee for the Strategic Enhancement of Autonomous Systems Research (CSEASR) reviews research in the broad area(s) of autonomous systems that are conducted by any members of the University of North Dakota, including faculty, staff, and students.  

Given that part of CSEASR’s charter enjoins the committee to “build a comprehensive knowledge database of all ongoing UND research in Autonomous Systems (AS) as a resource for faculty considering new research in AS, external entities interested in partnerships, and external stakeholders interested in supporting UND ASR,” the committee also requests documentation of existing and proposed research related to all areas of Autonomous Systems.  

During research, University of North Dakota (UND) employees or affiliates may conduct Unmanned Aircraft (UA) flights and manage data associated with those flights. It is imperative that both public safety and individual  privacy is respected and maintained. 

UND has led development of privacy guidelines and the work of CSEASR continues the review and discussions concerning privacy, ethics, and purposes of research that uses UA and extends those questions to all research involving Autonomous Systems.

Guiding principles for safe and respectful autonomous systems research include:
· Compliance with appropriate federal, state, and local regulations.
· Public notification of autonomous systems is an effective step in ameliorating public concern.
· Data should not be collected from private spaces unless doing so is part of the project plan and the stakeholders associated with the private space are participants/partners.  While rare, if any data should be inadvertently collected from a private space, it should be immediately deleted (upon discovery).
· Avoidance of identification of people.  While images/data of people may be captured when operating a research flight, if those data are not used to identify those individuals, privacy is not violated.  If identification of people is desired (e.g., through facial recognition), a plan must be developed and agreed upon for protecting privacy.
· Avoidance of identification of private property.  As with identification of people, if data are not used to identify private property (e.g., a vehicle through reading of license plates), privacy is not violated.
· Avoidance of identification of land use for non-participants/partners.  A common concern is that data regarding crops could be used in ways that could hurt agricultural interests (e.g., aerial crop monitoring to gain competitive advantage).  If data are to be used to monitor land use, crops, etc., it should only be used for land owned by project participants/partners.
· Data should only be used to serve project objectives.  If the data are to be re-used for another purpose, even if by project personnel, an additional notification form should be completed with an explanation of how the data would be used.
· Data access must be properly managed.  The data should only be accessible to project participants/partners.
· Data should be properly secured (physical access limitations, passwords, etc.).
· If data are to be released, a clearing process must be followed.

Please complete the form below and submit a signed, PDF version of the Notification to: Joseph.Vacek@UND.edu prior to beginning UA operations.
SECTION I: PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR AND KEY PERSONNEL
Principal Investigator (PI): Click here to enter text.
Telephone:	Click here to enter text.					Email: Click here to enter text.
Data management contact person (if not PI):	Click here to enter text.				
Key Project Personnel (including, as applicable, anyone who have access to the research data):
Click here to enter text.

Funding Agency/Sponsor Supporting this Research :  Click here to enter text.
SECTION II: PROJECT INFORMATION
Project Name: Click here to enter text.
	Proposed Research Dates:
	Click here to enter a date.
	Click here to enter a date.

	
	(research beginning date)
	(research completion date)



Executive Summary: Provide a brief description of the research, including the purpose, research procedures, type of data collected, research goals, etc., associated with the project.

Click here to enter text.

Disclosure of Confidential and/or Sensitive Information:
Does this research application form contain:
Trade secret, proprietary, commercial, or financial information, or any other information that you believe is confidential under North Dakota law? (See, e.g., Chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code, http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t44c04.pdf) 	☐	Yes		☐	No
Law enforcement sensitive information?		☐	Yes		☐	No
Are the data that will be gathered in this research:
Trade secret, proprietary, commercial, or financial information, or any other information that you believe is confidential under North Dakota law?		☐	Yes		☐	No
Law enforcement sensitive information?	☐	Yes		☐	No
Will the project require High Performance Computing (HPC) time? Click here to enter text

SECTION III: PUBLIC SAFETYAND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
Please identify the person responsible for making operational decisions (e.g fly/no fly)
Name	Phone 	email	FAA Remote Pilot Cert No.

Please identify the local or state law enforcement or public safety agency that has jurisdiction over the area where flight operations will occur
Agency		Contact Phone
SECTION IV: DATA HANDLING, MANAGEMENT, AND SECURITY
Data Management and Security: Data management and security must be considered both during and following all AS research. 

In the space provided, please provide a brief description of the type of data you will be collecting and analyzing during AS research. Additionally, please provide a thorough description of the intended handling, management, use, and security of the research data.

Click here to enter text.

Please describe the software systems that will be used to support this work.

Click here to enter text.

Please list all research personnel who will have access to the data during the time period of the research.
Click here to enter text.

If you will be keeping any research data beyond the planned time of the research, please provide a detailed explanation of the data storage and access plan you will be using, including where and how data will be stored, how long data will be stored, and who will have access to the data, and how data will be destroyed.
Click here to enter text.

Data Management and Security
Please answer the following questions. 
	Questions:
	Yes
	No

	Will you provide public notification prior to operations?
	☐	☐
	If data are collected from a private space for an entity other than project participants/partners, do you agree to immediately delete those data?
	☐	☐
	Will data be used to identify individuals (facial recognition, voice recognition, etc.)?
	☐	☐
	Will data be used to identify personal property (e.g., vehicle identification)?
	☐	☐
	Will data be used to determine land-use (e.g., crops) for someone other than a project participant/partner?
	☐	☐
	Will data ever be shared outside of the research team or for non-project objectives?
	☐	☐
	If yes, do you agree to submit to a clearing process prior to data release/re-use (required)?
	☐	☐

SECTION V: SIGNATURES AND APPROVAL
Investigator Assurance: By signing this application, you are verifying that the information provided on this CSEASR Research Project Notification (and any attached information) is accurate

__________________________________________		_______________________________
Signature of Principal Investigator						Date

CSEASR REVIEW:
______reviewed by Chair          _______ reviewed by entire committee        ______ Need additional information
COMMENTS/CONDITIONS:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________		________________________________		           CSEASR Chair							 				Date
A copy of all complete notification forms will be forwarded to the dean of the hosting school and the chair of the investigator’s department after CSEASR review.
